
   

 

Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 

Wesley Worship 

Schedule 

  8:30  Coffee 

Fellowship 

9:00  Worship 

Service  

10:10 Children’s 

Music/Sunday 

school for all ages  

11:15 Ignite Praise 

Service 

Church Office 

Hours 

Mon —Thurs   
 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

The  

Wesley Witness 

 

 

Our Journey of  Faith Continues 

The focus of  The Wesley Journey of  
Faith during October will be “The 

Sacred Word.”  Next Sunday,  
October 8, Pastor Jerry will offer a 

transition from “Our Wesley Roots” 
by talking about John Wesley’s under-
standing of  the Bible and its meaning 
for our lives.  On Sunday, October 22 
at 5:00 p.m., we will have our second 
special event, where Pastor Jerry and 
Dave Christy will lead us into greater  

understanding of  The Bible. 
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Birthdays 

  2 Avery Whiteside 

  3 Jenny (Robinson) Grant 

 Kayla Kaiser 

  6 Erik Myrold 

 RachaelAnn Johnson 

  7 Matt Jossart 

 April Kaiser-Grinde 

  9  Mary Faircloth 

 Jack Holm 

10 Tiffany Reis 

11 Penny Millspaugh 

 Rob Shivelhood 

 Willow Reed 

15 Jim Van Looy Sr 

16 Emily (Asche) Heidbrink  

19 Stacey Searle 

20 Linda Croy 

21 Chad Gilberts  

 Aiden Taylor 

22 Lionel Hoff 

24 Patty Willey 

25 Tyler Wicken 

26 Rich Lehn 

 Timothy O’Connell 

 

 

 

 

 

30 Mark Bjornseth 

 Christina Dittus 

 Jaedon Ferguson 

31 George Whaley 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anniversaries 

  1  Tyler & Jamie Harlow 

17 Erik & Marjorie Myrold 

18 Brian & Stacey Clow 

25 Ron & Tammy Kaiser 
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A Journey of  Faith 

 
 Many of you are aware that in the past few weeks, we have 

begun a journey – a Journey of Faith – and I am so very excited 

about the start of this trip!  On Sunday evening, Sept. 24, over 40 

persons gathered in our church to share in a time of good food 

and fellowship and to hear, think, and talk about our Wesleyan 

roots.  Those in attendance ranged in age from youth to seniors 

and represented a wonderful cross-section of our congregation.  

With the wonderful help of Bob Boyd, I was able to spend some 

time that evening telling stories about John Wesley and how, 

throughout his life, he pondered the questions of salvation and 

wondered if he could truly have confidence that he would be 

saved for eternal peace and joy in God’s presence.  During our 

worship services this past month, I used the road map for our Jour-

ney of Faith to identify sermon topics related to our Wesleyan herit-

age and so shared with you information about our Judeo-Christian 

history, John Wesley’s conception of grace, and the differences 

between Martin Luther and John Wesley concerning faith and 

works (Wesley came down in defense of the Apostle James’ posi-

tion that “faith without works is dead”).  It has been my intention 

to not only provide information but to raise questions and issue 

Note: In the following space, Pastor Jerry reflects on just what 
this program aims to do – and how each of us can contribute 
to the well-being  and mission of our church and even more to 
the well-being of our spiritual lives of faith. 
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challenges to you, things for you to ponder as you grow in faith in 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Now we are ready to embark on the second stage of our 

journey, and I am hoping and praying that this next month’s activi-

ties will find even more of you involved.  On Sunday, October 22, 

Dave Christy will join me as we have another special event.  As we 

did last month, we will serve a light supper at 5:00 that evening 

and then have a presentation and discussion relating to The Sacred 

Word – our Bible.  In preparation for that evening, my sermons in 

October will use the Wesleyan Quadrilateral to help understand 

how we can interpret what we read in and hear from the Bible; the 

Upper Room to see how we might use the Bible; and the image of a 

library to gain understanding of just what the Bible is.  We have 

prepared a guide with interesting facts about the Bible as well as 

available resources for study; this guide will be sent to the leaders 

of all of our various groups in the church and will be available to 

all at the welcome center in the church lobby. 

 I want you – each and every one of you – to hop on board 

our Journey of Faith.  We had over 40 people at our September 

evening event – let’s make it 60 in October; we had about 100 per-

sons in attendance in Sunday services last month – let’s make it 

125 this month.  Let’s join together for fellowship; let’s join to-

gether for greater understanding of our God and ourselves; let’s 

join together to grow in faith!  I’ll be there – will you? 
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Wesley United Methodist Church 
Servant Leadership Team 
Monday, August 21, 2017 
 
Present: Kelsey Tretter, Danielle Holm, Dewey Sandwick, Bill Kerzman, 
Joyce Wicklund, Katie Kilmer (Stoley), Jessica Zerr, Rev. Jerry Bass 
 
Absent: John Martin, John Galegher, JoAnn Ness, Anne Bryson  
 
 I. Devotional & Opening Prayer – led by Jerry Bass 
II. Approval of July Minutes 

a. Motion: Danielle moved to accept minutes as corrects, 
Dewey seconded, motion passed unanimously 

III. Financial Report 
a. Cost of 2016-2017 Snow Removal: $5,545 
b. Gifts and donations throughout the summer has been an 

average of $2,000/week. The goal is $5,500/week. For the 
year, average gifting is $4,800/week. 

c. Total gifting is up about $8,000 from this time last year. 
IV. Contract Updates – Dewey Sandwick Reporting 

a. Shane’s Landscaping will take over snow removal for the 
same price as previous years 

b. Weed Ex: sprays for weeds in the fall & spring 
c. Dakota Fire & Protection Services: $225 per inspection, 

will inspect in October of 2017 and automatically thereaf-
ter  

d. Received a bid from Vilandre Heating and Air Condition-
ing: to complete preventative maintenance for air condi-
tioning and heating system for the sanctuary & office 
wing. Cost for sanctuary is $270 per time, office wing will 
be $200 per time. To be maintained every 3 months 

Brought as a recommendation by Trustee’s for this periodic maintenance, all 
approved. 

V. Q & A on Pastor’s Report 
a. Sound Board & Other Sound Equipment 

  i. Sound board is almost 20 years old and is expe-
riencing some issues; some are user-error, howev-
er some are due to the age of the board 

 ii. Discussion around looking into an electric 
sound board, can be purchased for $2,000-$6,000 

 iii. Sanctuary could potentially need new speak-
ers, cables will probably need to be replaced 

 iv. Steve Schlasner is forming a team to look at 
the sound board space and make recommenda-
tions regarding video/Power Point monitor loca-
tion 
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VI. Parsonage Report – Danielle Holm Reporting 
a. Was listed at $219,900, selling price was $214,000. 
b. Following inspection garbage disposal was replaced 
c. Radon levels appeared high, believed to be caused by the 

house being closed up. House is “airing out” and another test 
will be conducted 

d. Tentative closing date is September 12 
e. Phase II Team: Danielle Holm, Dewey Sandwick, John 

Galegher, Lew Schaper 
VII. Building Use Agreement – Danielle Holm Reporting       

a. After reviewing the use policy of other Grand Forks churches 
an initial proposal was made at a set price per space within 
the church per event. 

b. After group discussion there will be more clarification on the 
idea of per event pricing, what is considered beyond normal 
custodial work, clean up policies, and what is considered 
after-hours building use 

VIII. Servant Leadership Team Guidance 
a. Charge Conference scheduled for November 19, goal will 

bring a leadership model that will be used going to forward 
to a vote 

b. Current SLT members homework will be to review other 
structures, nominate to fill positions, approve structure 

c. Things to be considered:  
   i.   How do you set terms of office? 
  ii.   Structure between needs & this group and em-

powerment to make decisions that need to be made 
quickly 

 iii.   What decisions are appropriate for the whole 
group? Smaller groups? 

IX. Staff Evals 
a. Approve Anne Bryson and 2 others to conduct staff evalua-

tions 
  i. Bill Kerzman and Katie Kilmer will assist 
X. Looking Ahead 

a. Homecoming: September 10th, SLT to help with serving and 
clean-up 

b. Focus on Spirit Lake Ministries, October 1 
c. Charge Conference, November 19 
d. Future dates for SLT Meetings: September 18, October 16,  
November 13, December 18 
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WESLEY YOUTH FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES: 

The Wesley Youth will once again be providing Spook 
Insurance for the Halloween season.  What is Spook In-
surance, you ask?  This is insurance on your yard in case 
you are haunted by ghouls and goblins who like to stream 
toilet paper or smash pumpkins or other tomfoolery that 
may occur.  If you are visited by such ghouls or goblins, let 
us know, and our Youth will come clean it up for 
you.  The cost is $10.00. 

The Wesley Youth will also be doing fall yard work and 
clean-up.  This would include raking, mowing, cleaning 

gutters, or any other yard work you – or your neighbors – would like done.  The 
cost is $25 per yard, and the clean up date and time is Sun-
day, October 15, from 3-5 p.m. 

There are sign-up sheets for both fund raising activities in 
the lobby.  Please prayerfully consider participating in these 
activities.   

Thank you –  

Kellie Burgess.  

 

Worship at Wesley 

Wesley United Methodist Church will feature four different worship ser-

vices each week this fall. 

 Our traditional worship service will begin at 9:00 each Sunday morn-

ing. 

 From 11:15 until noon each Sunday, the Ignite praise band will be 

featured in an alternative style of worship with emphasis on music 

and message in a more casual atmosphere. 

 At 2:00 each Sunday afternoon, the Wesley sanctuary will be the site 

of a unique worship experience offered by members of Grand Forks’ 

Nepali immigrant population. 

Pastor Jerry will lead worship at 1:30 each Wednesday at 
Parkwood Place.  This service is not limited to residents of 
that facility and all Wesley members and friends are invited 
to attend, especially when away from Grand Forks on the 
weekend. 
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Confirmation Begins October 4 

Pastor Jerry will begin this year’s confirma-
tion studies at 6:15 on Wednesday evening, 
October 4.  He is expecting to have eight or 
nine confirmands this year.  They will embark 
on a seven-month journey of discovery and 
growth in the knowledge and faith of God, 
studying such topics as the Trinity, grace, 
prayer, and worship as well as refreshing and 
expanding their knowledge of characters of 
the Old Testament and the ministry and 
teaching of Jesus.  Pastor Jerry would like all 

members and friends of Wesley to keep these young persons in 
your prayers throughout this year, asking God to inspire them, to 
bless them, and to continue to offer them steadfast love. 

 

Adult Sunday school classes 

One of the adult classes that is offered meets in the Wesley library on 

Sunday mornings at 10:10 am and is currently continuing a Bible study 

based on the book series Life Lessons by Max Lucado.  This class is cur-

rently focusing on the books of Peter 1 and 2.  There is no outside read-

ing or preparation required, but books are available.  Anyone interested is 

welcome at any time.   This class will be led by Dave Christy and Joel 

Iiams.    

Pastor Jerry will participate in the Chapel Class, leading discussion of is-

sues that arise from his 9:00 sermon, questions from participants, and/or 

topics from current media. 

Learning Opportunities at Wesley 
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Sunday school updates -- 

The fall session of Sunday school at Wesley began on Sun-

day, September 17.  This fall there will not be a formal Sun-

day school class for youth in grades six through twelve.  We 

would like to instead ask and encourage the youth to partici-

pate as classroom helpers for the children’s Sunday school 

classes. We hope that the experience of serving as a mentor 

with the younger children will also help the youth grow and learn. 

There are a couple reasons for trying this at this time.  Over the last few years, it 

has been more difficult to find and retain available teachers for the youth clas-

ses.  And, we realize that at this age there are other activities and obligations that 

occur in a youth’s life such as jobs, sports, etc.  This makes it difficult to count 

on consistent attendance and for teachers to plan lessons accordingly.   

A sign-up sheet and schedule are available at the Sunday school sign-in table for 
any youth that would be willing to participate as a Sunday school helper.  You 
can also contact Judy Christy (Sunday School Coordinator) to be scheduled.  
Her email is j.christy86@gmail.com.  
There are also 2 adult Sunday school classes each Sunday morning that would 

welcome any youth that want to attend.  There is information about each of 

those classes in the newsletter. 

We also still need volunteers to serve as substitute teachers for the preschool,  

K-second, and third - fifth grade classes.  Please contact Judy Christy for more 

details.   

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL MUSIC: 

The children are off to a great start this fall, learning new music to sing for the 
congregation as well as their parents.  Please mark the date of Sunday, Octo-
ber 29th on your calendar as that is the day they will sing at the 9:00 a.m. 
service. 

The annual children’s Christmas program will be Sunday, December 10 at the 
9:00 a.m. service, with practice Saturday, December 9 from 10 a.m. to 12 
p.m.  Please mark these dates – December 9 and 10 -- on your calen-
dar.  We will start practicing for the program on Sunday, November 5. 

Thank you for bringing your children to Sunday School at Wesley.  

 Kellie Burgess 

 

mailto:j.christy86@gmail.com
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 United Methodist Women 

The Eastern Sunrise District of United Methodist Women met in 
Wahpeton, ND on September 15 &16 at Evergreen United Meth-
odist Church for their annual meeting.  While the officers met  
 Friday afternoon, the others in attendance worked on making pot 
holders for the Solar Oven Project.  Friday evening, Charlene Koll 
of Fargo led a program on “Call to Community .”  On Saturday , a 
CHI (Catholic Health Initiative) representative from St. Francis 
Hospital in Wahpeton spoke on  intervention for children.  After 7 
years of being run by volunteers it will be funded by the govern-
ment.  
In 2018, the Eastern Sunrise District will become the Northeast 
District.  Officers for 2018 will be Patty Martin, President 
(Cavalier, ND), Fern Bailey, Vice-President (Wahpeton, ND) and 
Marge Alwin, treasurer (Watertown, SD).  The 2018 annual meet-
ing will be in Watertown, SD for just one day on August 28. 

The United Methodist Women members from Wesley that attend-
ed the meetings were Helen DeMaster and Berniece Holm. 

A reminder was given at the meeting that 2018 will be the 150th 
anniversary of United Methodist Women. 

____________________________________________________ 

Mary-Martha Circle will be making Solar Oven pot holders at their 
October 10 meeting.  If anyone is interested in joining them in the 
quilting room that day, please come at 1:00 pm. 

 

Thank you for your donations for school kits.  

$104.95 in item was donated for this project. 

 

. 
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Below is the schedule of events planned through Christmas: 

 

Oct. 1 5:30-7:00 Lesson at church 

Oct. 8 3:00-8:00 Nelson Pumpkin Patch activity, then back to  
  church for pizza, s’mores,and an outside  
  Movie 
 
Oct. 15 3:00-5:30 Leaf raking fund raising activity 

Oct. 22   NO YOUTH GROUP 

Oct. 29 5:30-7:00 Lesson at church 

Nov. 5 5:30-7:00 Lesson at church 

Nov. 12  [To be determined] 

Nov. 19 5:30-7:00 Craft activity at church for shut ins 

Nov. 26   NO YOUTH GROUP 

Dec. 3 3:30-7:00 Deliver crafts to shut ins; back at church to  
  attend faith session on the Meaning of  Christ
  mas 

Dec. 10 5:30-7:00 Lesson at church 

Dec. 17 5:00-7:00 Christmas potluck party at church 

Dec. 24   NO YOUTH GROUP 

Dec. 31   NO YOUTH GROUP 

 

Please note that the above events are “fluid;” meaning, times and events 
may change, depending on weather, resources, volunteers, etc. 

Wesley’s Youth Group is open to all youth in grades 6-12, and friends are 
welcome at any time!  We hope to see you at the above events.  If 
anyone has questions, concerns, suggestions, please see me, Kellie 
Burgess, or the other leaders – Marge Myrold, Mark Guy, and  

 Laurie Guy. 
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The Commission on a Way Forward 

“What the heck is this?” you might wonder. 

“I don’t think I’ve ever heard of the Commission on a Way Forward!” 

For the past several decades, our United Methodist Church has been em-

broiled in conflict over issues related to human sexuality, just as have 

almost all of the various mainstream Protestant denominations.  The de-

bates have arisen most prominently during the times of the United Meth-

odist General Conference, the primary governing body of our church  

that meets every four years with clergy and lay delegates from around the 

world.  At last year’s General Conference, the divisive debate ended with 

a charge to our Council of Bishops to appoint a commission to study 

those issues and to make recommendations to the church on “the way 

forward.”  The Commission has begun its difficult work and now you 

will have a unique opportunity to receive an update from the President of 

the Council of Bishops: our very own Bishop Bruce Ough.  He has re-

served a number of dates on his busy calendar to travel throughout the 

Dakotas and Minnesota to provide clergy and laity with an opportunity 

not only to hear his personal report on this process but to ask questions 

and provide input on the issues being debated within our church. 

Bishop Ough’s nearest presentation will take place from 3:30 until 5:30 at 

Calvary UMC in Fargo on Sunday, October 29.  Pastor Jerry encourages 

all persons to consider attending that important meeting – and to join 

him afterward for supper and an opportunity for further discussion of 

these issues and the church’s possible response and future actions. 

2017 ‘Undies Sundays’ drive 

During the middle of October boxes will be  

available for your donations.   

These Sundays include: October 8, 15 and 22. 
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Shoebox Christmas 

We had great success collecting shoeboxes in September 

last year. Shoebox Christmas has been our focus project 

for September again this year. But we have increased 

our goal from 50 to 100 boxes.  

Shoebox Christmas gifts are provided to children on the 

Spirit Lake reservation. This will be the only gift many 

of the children will receive.  

On Sunday, October 1, Mike and Libby Flowers are with us to talk about the 

Spirit Lake Ministry center and the impact it has on the lives of the people they 

serve. After the service, we will have a Christmas party. We hope you will join us 

for an early celebration including carols and cookies!  

Wrapped boxes continue to be available for you to take home and return filled. 

When you are shopping, please choose new, age appropriate toys. The toys must 

be in the original packaging. Each box should include a hat and mittens. Hand 

held games are great gifts for teens. Please include batteries if the game requires 

them.  

We also have tried something new this year. We will have Shoebox Christmas gift 

registries at Target, Walmart and Amazon, to guide and facilitate on-line shop-

ping.  

Target registry: Wesley United Methodist Church 

Walmart registry: Pamela Whaley – Wesley UMC Grand Forks Shoe-

box List 

Amazon registry: Wesley UMC Grand Forks Shoebox                                                 

Chhttps://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2ES4XNUZVN7EK?

&sort=defaultristmas   

Envelopes for cash donations also are on the collection table. Please put these in 

the offering plate or take them to the church office.  

If you have any questions about this project, please contact Pam Whaley at 

pam.thepianomom@gmail.com or 701-866-0421. 

We will continue to receive completed Shoeboxes and cash donations through 

Sunday, October 15. 

  

mailto:pam.thepianomom@gmail.com
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Online giving 

You can now manage your 

giving on line through our 

web site at gfwesley.org.  

Click on the “online giving” 

tab and follow the steps to 

“make a donation”.  Or 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. 

Quilting, Room 305.  

Everyone is 

Welcome! 

For questions,  

call Helen DeMaster  

 701.772.3584 

 

 

Wesley Book Club will meet  

October 17, 7:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Room 

Book: Carrying Albert Home 

 by Homer Hickam 
 

Bring ideas for  books to be read this upcoming year. 
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                      OFFERING RECEIVED  

                 2016      2017 

Prepaid           

Pledges       $6,200.00          $860.00        

January      $23,572.45      $30,008.22 

February  $20,562.68   $17,884.95 

March   $22,926.89   $21,161.86 

April    $20,286.17   $25,012.07 

May    $25,337.10   $23,298.36 

June    $19,613.89   $19,875.01 

July    $15,676.12   $20,196.81 

August   $18,537.89      $13,769.38 

September $22,199.27   $16,844.35 

____________________________________     

   Total      $194.912.46    $188,911.01 

          

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  

 

49 (9/3) 

119 (9/10) 

92 (9/17) 

 100 ( 9/24) 

 

OPPORTUNITY FOR  

DISCIPLESHIP: 

SERVE AS AN USHER OR 
GREETER 

 

Serving as an usher or greeter is 
a great way to serve your 

church.  A warm welcome to 
those who come to worship is 

needed at every service and spe-
cial event.  If you would like to 
help, email address, and phone 
number.  Thanks for being will-

ing to serve.  Contact Dawn 
Boyd at 701.772.7969 or email 

drboydgf@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacting Pastor Jerry 

e-mail: jerry.bass@gra.midco.net 

cell phone:  701-775-5696 
 

Office hours:  9-12 Monday-Thursday 

 (other times by appointment) 

    (these may vary, so best to call ahead) 

mailto:jerry.bass@gra.midco.net
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Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com 
Check out the Newsletter online at: www.gfwesley.org 
 
Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship times 
 
Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Interim Pastor: .................................................. Reverend Jerry Bass 
Choir Director/Organist: ........................................ Marjorie Myrold 
Choir Accompanist: ................................................ Carol Lamberson 
Secretary: ..……………………………………………………...Rachelle Bontrager 
 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  Published 12 
times each year to keep members and friends informed of programs 
of the church and to report news about the Wesley family.  

 

 

For our Prayers --- 

 
 
Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities: 

At Parkwood:  Emolyn Skinner 

At Wheatland Terrace: Kyle Whitcomb’s mother; At 

Country Estates: Verle Ralston; At Valley Eldercare: 

Joan Bristol, Virgil Haake; At Good Samaritan, East Grand Forks: 

Velma Fruetel, Charlene Kotts; At Mapleview Memory Care: Phyllis 

Sand; At Home: Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Norma Dugas, Marlo 

Gade, Shirley Hoff, Pat Klokstad,  Iris Root, Carolyn Strand,  

Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and father. 
 

If there are people, joys or concerns that you would like to have 

included in this monthly prayer list, please email them to 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  

 

 

  

at  

www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 

Facebook to keep 

up with what's 

going on at Wesley 

 


